Groundbreaking New Jersey ini a ve announces second series of grants to fund
local news and informa on
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MONTCLAIR, N.J. – The New Jersey Civic Informa on Consor um is pleased to announce $990,000 in
grants to innova ve local news and informa on programs around the state as part of the organiza on’s
second round of funding.
The recipients include 13 ﬁrst- me grantees and nine renewals to grantees funded during the
Consor um’s ini al round last year. The grants include projects to create a statewide inves ga ve
repor ng center, a statewide news site to cover the state’s disabled community, and an online Creole
language radio program for the Hai an community. Other projects include expanding coverage of
neighborhoods across Jersey City and communi es of color in South Jersey, and funding a dedicated
statewide reporter to cover mental health, par cularly in rural communi es.
This round includes the Consor um’s ﬁrst grants in Hudson, Monmouth and Union Coun es, to
organiza ons in Jersey City and New Brunswick, a public high school, and an exis ng public media
organiza on.
The grant renewals include an innova ve news collabora ve in Newark; a Cumberland County program
to teach journalism skills to foster children and children of the incarcerated; dedicated hyperlocal sites in
Atlan c City, Blairstown, Bloomﬁeld and Trenton; and an online Spanish language radio program focusing
on seasonal agricultural workers in South Jersey.
“In this new round of grants, the Consor um board worked hard to con nue ﬁnding ways to fund and
grow innova ve programs across the state,” Consor um Board Chair Christopher J. Dagge said. “The
applica ons we received are testament to the innova ve spirit of the New Jersey media community.
Budget constraints were the only barriers we had to funding more projects.”
In addi on to $1 million given to the Consor um last year during the annual state budget process, New
Jersey Health Ini a ves (NJHI), a statewide grantmaking program of the Robert Wood Johnson
Founda on, awarded the Consor um a grant of $150,000 to fund four health-focused projects of
$35,000 each, which are included in the grants announced today. The remaining $10,000 of the NJHI
funds will be used to support training programs oﬀered to grantees by the Consor um.
“I am par cularly excited about the many projects that grow the state’s journalism pipeline in this round
of grants,” Consor um Board Vice Chair Therise Edwards said. “By bringing more people into journalism,

par cularly students, we can diversify the voices of those telling the stories of New Jersey and work to
grow the industry for the future.”
The Consor um is a ﬁrst-in-the-na on project created in 2018 by the state to focus on growing access to
local news and informa on across New Jersey. The Consor um consists of six Public Research University
members – Rutgers, New Jersey Ins tute of Technology, The College of New Jersey, Montclair State
University, Kean University and Rowan University.
The full list of grant recipients includes:
Asbury Park Media Collec ve (Asbury Park/Monmouth County)
To create an incubator for emerging community reporters and local media makers. The work the
community reporters produce over the course of the training sessions — including news ar cles, news
broadcasts for radio, news videos and documentary short subjects, podcasts, and social media posts —
will be published and disseminated through a website and a network of local media partners. This is the
Consor um’s ﬁrst grant awarded in Monmouth County.
Beyond Expecta ons, Inc. (Burlington County)*
For con nued support of a pilot program teaching students and young adults, ages 14-24, storytelling
and media produc on skills with an emphasis on conduc ng interviews with professionals, business
leaders, educators, etc., and using online gaming techniques for capturing and promo ng interview
highlights.
Black in Jersey (Statewide)
This grant will support the launch of Black in Jersey as a reliable news and informa on hub serving New
Jersey’s Black communi es, and will also provide support for the organiza on’s ﬁrst statehouse and local
government repor ng cohort.
Blairstown Enhancement Commi ee (Blairstown/Warren County)*
For con nued support of The Ridgeview Echo, a new hyperlocal news site repor ng on Blairstown,
Frelinghuysen, Hardwick and Knowlton, all Warren County communi es with no other dedicated local
news sources.
Bloomﬁeld Informa on Project (Bloomﬁeld/Essex County)*
For con nued support of the Bloomﬁeld Informa on Project's community reporter corps pilot program,
which will train residents in news gathering, wri ng, and produc on, and provide paid repor ng
assignments that priori ze the informa on needs of underserved popula ons in their community.

Center for Coopera ve Media at Montclair State University (Montclair/Essex County)
To launch the NJ News Commons Spanish Transla on Service, partnering with the largest
Spanish-language and mainstream media outlets in the state to translate statewide news — especially
elec ons-related content and voter informa on — into Spanish. This project builds on previous pilot
work around transla ng pandemic coverage.
Cranford High School (Cranford/Union County)
To grow the content, readership, and capacity of a ﬂedgling school-wide digital news source by
integra ng curriculum from varied elec ve courses and leveraging the exper se of a local college or
university. This is the Consor um’s ﬁrst grant in Union County and to a public high school.
Front Runner New Jersey (South Jersey)
To support Front Runner New Jersey, a new site led by a veteran journalist who seeks to maintain and
expand its coverage of the Black and La nx communi es in South Jersey.
Hopelo , Inc. (Bridgeton/Cumberland County)*
For con nued support of Hopelo , a Cumberland County based group that has created a journalism
training program for teens in foster care and the children of incarcerated people to tell the stories of
their peers. This grant is funded in part by support from New Jersey Health Ini a ves (NJHI), a statewide
grantmaking program of the Robert Wood Johnson Founda on.
Lens 15 Media (Statewide)
To launch a news agency that produces accessible, mul media reports for and about people with
disabili es in New Jersey. This grant is funded in part by support from New Jersey Health Ini a ves
(NJHI), a statewide grantmaking program of the Robert Wood Johnson Founda on.
M.Y.M. Media LLC/Trenton Journal (Trenton/Mercer County)*
For con nued support of Trenton Journal, a hyper-local news organiza on bridging the informa on gaps
and connec ng communi es in Trenton, New Jersey. The Trenton Journal publishes solu ons-based
journalism via a newsle er, video, and audio stories.
Movimiento Cosecha (South Jersey)*
For con nued support of Radio Cosecha, a statewide online Spanish radio program currently focused on
telling the stories of seasonal agricultural workers in South Jersey that has a goal of moving statewide.
Newark News and Story Collabora ve (Newark/Essex County)*
For con nued support of the Newark News and Story Collabora ve, which works with residents, local
reporters, and mediamakers to respond to Newark residents' informa on needs and concerns. Its lab
comprises resident-reporters that produce unique coverage of issues impac ng diverse communi es in
Newark that lack tradi onal media coverage.

Newark Water Coali on (Newark/Essex County)*
For con nued support of the Newark Water Coali on's oral history project to tell the stories of the
advocates who worked to clean up Newark's drinking water.
New Brunswick Today (New Brunswick/Middlesex County)
To launch an inves ga ve project on the census, focusing on the immigrant and non-English speaking
communi es in New Brunswick. New Brunswick Today will examine the extent to which those
communi es may have been undercounted in the most recent census and any resul ng implica ons. The
project will analyze the past three census counts to examine the eﬀects of gentriﬁca on in the city. This
is the Consor um’s ﬁrst grant in New Brunswick.
New Jersey Center for Inves ga ve Repor ng (Statewide)
To build the New Jersey Center for Inves ga ve Repor ng — the "ProPublica of New Jersey" — with the
goal of engaging and empowering the public through inves ga ve journalism at the local, county, and
state level.
New Jersey YMCA State Alliance (Statewide)
To support an ongoing statewide storytelling project focused on documen ng resident perspec ves
about COVID-19 vaccina on. Insights will be incorporated into a digital and print “feature” for local
dissemina on with resident experiences, recommenda ons, and best prac ces for communica ng about
the vaccine in a community-centered, culturally relevant way. This grant is funded by New Jersey Health
Ini a ves (NJHI), a statewide grantmaking program of the Robert Wood Johnson Founda on.
Radio Rouj & Ble (East Orange/Essex County)
To deploy an online Hai an community radio organiza on with its own website, app, and weekly public
service announcements, providing informa on relevant to the more than 23,000 members of the Hai an
community in Essex County. Focusing on transla ng and dissemina ng reliable informa on on civics,
health, relevant news and educa on, it will also serve as a voice for the community by crea ng a
pla orm where community members can address concerns and share experiences.
Saint Peter’s University (Jersey City/Hudson County)
To support Slice of Culture, a group of young BIPOC storytellers who want to bring civic engagement to
Jersey City and Hudson County through a series of how-to projects and informa onal stories targeted to
immigrant families and communi es of color. Its co-founders are Saint Peter’s University alumni. This is
the Consor um’s ﬁrst grant in Hudson County and Jersey City.
Stories of Atlan c City (Atlan c City/Atlan c County)*
For con nued support to train and pay community members to serve as reporters at local mee ngs
(Execu ve Council, City Council, Casino Reinvestment Development Authority, and the Board of
Educa on). The goal is to provide transparent community access to these cri cal local mee ngs and

events because tradi onal journalism methods are not mee ng the larger Atlan c City community’s
informa on needs.
Unidad La na en Acción NJ (Statewide)
To support the Radio Jornalera NJ Communica on Project, which brings together the development,
produc on and dissemina on of public service announcements from the Jornalero and Domes c
Laborer Communicators throughout the state. The Public Service Announcements will be on topics that
aﬀect daily life, such as housing rights, workers’ rights, wage the , health and safety at work, healthy
lifestyle, and/or climate change.
WNET/NJ Spotlight News (Statewide)
To support a new Report for America corps member to expand health coverage by focusing on mental
health in underserved communi es, at the intersec on of the COVID-19 pandemic, health inequity, and
rural New Jersey. This grant is funded in part by support from New Jersey Health Ini a ves (NJHI), a
statewide grantmaking program of the Robert Wood Johnson Founda on.

* Projects marked with an asterisk are ﬁrst round grant recipients receiving con nued funding.

